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BOOK REVIEWS 

Some Medical Ethical Problems Solved. By Reverend M. P. 
Bourke, A.M., LL.B., Superintendent of Hospitals of the Dio- 
cese of Detroit and Chaplain St. Joseph Sanitarium, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. The Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee, Wis. Price, 
30 cents. 

The booklet "originated in an attempt to furnish concise and 
pointed answers to queries on sacramental and moral subjects, in 
relation to hospitals and the nursing profession." It is written on 
the catechetical plan and the questions and answers are classified 
under three heads : Medical Ethics ; Moral Principles Applied to Ob- 
stetrics; Sacramental Questions. The questions under the title, 
Medical Ethics, are very practical and are answered clearly and to 
the point. Under Moral Principles Applied to Obstetrics, the author 
has said many things that he has not supported as well as is desir- 
able, and hypercritical readers may note an air of dogmatism in the 
work, but this can all be remedied by a more comprehensive treat- 
ment of the subject in subsequent editions. The third part, Sacra- 
mental Questions, is probably the most valuable contribution. Bap- 
tism — the manner and conditions under which it should be admin- 
istered — is well expounded. On the whole the author's aim is ac- 
complished and it is to be hoped that the pamphlet with its appended 
Code of Ethics will stimulate the production of a literature that will 
treat ethical problems of medicine in accordance with theological 
doctrine as well as medical science. 

Sister M. Domitilla, B.S., R.N., 

Educational Director, St. Mary's Hospital, Rochester, Minn. 

Solutions in Ten Lessons. By Elsie M. Smith. Second Edition. 

59 pages. C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.00. 

Solutions, mathematics, confusion, discouragement, failure. 
Some such sequence of words typifies the thoughts going through 
the minds of many student nurses when the subject of Solutions is 
broached. This little book which the author tells us is the "result of 
many years of study, on the part of one who found it her duty to 
teach the subject of solutions in training schools for nurses without 
a text book to guide her," presents the mathematics of solutions in 
a way which will be helpful to many, since the difficulty suggested 
above is usually traceable to an inability to do simple arithmetical 
problems. The author has presented her methods of working out 
the problems in a clear and logical fashion. 
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The order followed in the lesson on the "Making of Percentage 
Solutions from a Pure Drug" is indicative of the general plan followed 
in presenting the different types of problems. First is given the rule 
for working out the problem, followed by such explanations as will 
clarify the rule. Several examples of the particular type of problem 
are given and they are worked out in detail. The examples are fol- 
lowed by ten problems which may be used for practice, the answers to 
the problems being given in the back of the book. Fractional dosage 
and the giving of grains from percentage solutions are also explained. 
The first lesson in the book is on Hypodermic Medication and is fol- 
lowed by the two systems of Weights and Measures. It would seem 
that the basic weights and measures should have preceded the lesson 
on Hypodermic Medication. Similarly one would suggest that the 
material on the meaning of percentage should precede the lessons on 
the making of percentage solutions. There are a number of helpful 
tables such as the weight of one level teaspoonful of common powders 
and crystals, and a table of percentages expressed in decimals and 
proportion. 

Stella Goostray, R.N., 
Instructor, Philadelphia General Hospital. 

The Metric vs. the English System of Weights and Measures. 
A report prepared by the Research Department of the National 
Industrial Conference Board. 261 pages. The Century Co., 
New York. Price $2.50, postpaid. 

The subject is treated under three headings. Part I includes 
the History and Present National Status of Systems of Weights and 
Measures. Part II includes the Use of Metric and English Systems 
in Special Fields. Part III includes Arguments for and against the 
Substitution of the Metric for the English System in the United 
States. 

Success In the Suburbs. By John R. McMahon. 350 pages. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. Price $2.00. 

An American Fruit Farm. By Francis Newton Thorpe. 343 pages. 
G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

The Medical Department op the United States Army In the 
World War. Vol. XV, Statistics. Part I, Army Anthropology. 

Annual Report of the Surgeon General of the Public Health 
Service of the United States. For the fiscal year 1921. 
The contents of this interesting volume include the following 

subjects: Administrative Organization, Divisions of Scientific Re- 



